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☞ POST-EVENT OVERVIEW

The exhibition
floor has provided
a lot of networking
opportunities. I’ve
also been able to
explore, becoming
acquainted with the
various companies and
getting overviews of
products that I wasn’t
familiar with.
KATE DOOLEY, ACSW ARCHITECTS
(FIRST-TIME ATTENDEE)

We really get a lot
out of the education
and speaking with
the manufacturers to
get the pulse of the
industry. We always
look forward to the
new information that
we gain from DHI
conNextions.
BYRON SMITH, ICI DOOR CONTROL

CONTINUING EDUCATION
HOW COVID-19 CHANGED
FIRE DOOR SAFETY
by Gigi Wood

T

he COVID-19 pandemic
affected buildings and
facilities in a variety of ways.
Several changes were made to
offices, health care facilities and
similar public-use buildings to
reduce the frequency of touching
surfaces and spreading germs. An
unintended consequence of those
changes has been an increase in
fire hazards.
At the DHI conNextions conference
in October in New Orleans,
Kristin Bigda, technical lead of
building and life safety at National
Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), outlined the hazards her
organization witnessed since early
2020.
“We’re trying to spread the word
about the importance of fire door
safety and fire door inspection
and maintenance,” she says.
During the COVID pandemic,
many inspections, testing and
maintenance (ITM) programs
were put on the back burner,
while facilities focused on
navigating new health and safety
requirements to keep buildings
and occupants safe, such as
implementing social distancing
strategies, reconfiguring building
spaces, updating cleaning and
sanitizing practices, occupancy
restrictions and more.
“Obviously, we’re all aware of the
state of the world over the past
couple of years with the COVID-19

pandemic and at NFPA, we got
a lot of reports and phone calls
and emails looking for advice as
COVID-19 kind of hit the world,”
Bigda says. “It surfaced many
unique challenges, many unique
problems. The first was obviously,
we were leaving buildings. We
were leaving spaces isolated and
unoccupied for long periods of
time and buildings were going
awhile without going ahead with
their normal inspection testing
and maintenance programs.”
Once people started returning to
buildings and facilities, a new set
of challenges arose.
“During the pandemic we heard
of, and we’re still hearing of
cases where fire door safety was
unfortunately sort of overridden
by the needs for other health
safety issues, sanitation issues,”
she says. “One of the common
issues we heard quite often was
fire doors being propped open
so that people wouldn’t touch
the door to open it. So they were
reducing the contact, trying to
prevent the spread of germs in the
virus, but unfortunately by doing
that, now they compromised
that protection in that opening
and we were getting word of that
in stairwells and with other fire
protection-rated doors.”
It’s important to keep fire safety in
mind when implementing building
changes. Although changes were

made to try to protect people from
the virus, building managers must
consider the big picture in terms
of safety, she says.
“Fire doors being propped open
so people wouldn’t touch them
compromises fire safety,” Bigda
says. “Changing egress routes for
one-way travel means sometimes
forgetting fire and life safety. And
wedging fire doors open is not
permitted.”
The NFPA also frequently heard
stories about large pallets of
bulk storage items, such as hand
sanitizer, blocking exits, doors and
hallways, she says. People were
also propping doors open to avoid
touching handles, but propping
doors open goes against fire safety
best practices.
As buildings return to full
operations, it’s a great time to
reexamine and revamp fire door
and ITM programs, to ensure
NFPA compliance, Bigda says.
“We’re trying to inform people
about the importance of fire door
safety,” she says. “It’s also important
to do the corrective action.”
Bigda reviewed various guidelines
for installation, testing and
maintenance (ITM) of fire doors,
including NFPA 80 Chapter 5
and the 13 inspection points that
should be reviewed, including
keeping labels visible, now open
holes in doors and the frame,

hinges and hardware are aligned
and secured, for example. Her
ITM takeaways included:
• Fire doors are a fire protection
system and cannot be neglected
or overlooked, even for other
health and safety issues.
• Keep fire doors operable.
• Fire door ITM is still new to
many owners, contractors and
other professionals.
• Confirm the edition of NFPA 80
applicable to you.
Bigda also discussed changes to
the 2022 edition of NFPA 80, the
association’s fire door safety guide.
Some of the recent significant
changes to NFPA 80, 2022 edition
cover the following topics:
• Non-required opening
protectives.
• All fire-rated opening
protectives.
• Annual frequency of
inspections.
• Fusible links.
• Fire door signage.
• Other door assembly
inspections.
• Field labeling.
• Swinging doors with fire doors
hardware inspection. ■
To read more about NFPA 80,
visit https://www.nfpa.org/
codes-and-standards/all-codesand-standards/list-of-codes-andstandards.

HOW TO ASSESS SCHOOL
SAFETY READINESS
by Gigi Wood

T

wo school safety experts
shared the latest best practices
in an educational seminar,
“Become a Safety and Security
Resource to Your School Clients,” at
the DHI ConNextions conference on
Oct. 20 in New Orleans.

The session was led by Mark
Williams, board chairman at
Partner Alliance for Safer Schools
(PASS) and Paul Timm, vice
president of Facility Engineering
Associates. The two have used
PASS guideline and checklist tools
in their own work and discussed
ways contractors and those in the
door hardware industry can help
schools follow national standards.
The PASS School Safety and
Security Checklist allows
contractors and others to track a
school’s or district’s security efforts
in comparison to the best practices
defined in the guidelines.
The list of the best practices
detailed in the PASS Guidelines
can be used to assess what
may need to be implemented
by a school or district. These
guidelines can help professionals
identify whether they have the
recommended school security
best practice in place, in progress,
needed for the future or not
required for a facility.
“Whether you are a parent, a
student, a teacher, a school
administrator, emergency
response, or an active member

of your community, we can all
agree school safety is important,”
Williams says. “How will they keep
schools safe though? It involves
so many choices and decisions.
Wouldn’t it be nice to know what
other schools have done? What
worked for them? What didn’t work
for them?”
PASS guidelines were designed to
help schools make decisions about
security and minimize mistakes.
“We heard from one of our school
superintendents, ‘you know, I
don’t want to be the first to try
something,’” Williams says. “They
want to know someone else has
tried this and implemented it
successfully. School decisions are
tough to make. They want to avoid
mistakes.”
“ In the world of access control,
one of the most common mistakes
schools make is using non-code
compliant locking devices,”
Williams says.
Creating a more safe and secure
school requires several steps.
One of those is creating a unified
system within the school, where
communication systems connect to
alarm systems, which also connect
to video surveillance and so on.
But knowing what to implement
first can be puzzling, he says.
“How does all this stuff work
together as a system that schools
can utilize, understand and afford?

And then how do they know what
to do first? These are all issues
schools grapple with,” he says.
Emergency management systems
focus on prevention, detection,
mitigation, response and recovery.
PASS guidelines focus on the initial
steps: prevention, protection
and mitigation. From there, PASS
concentrates on the building blocks
of security, which are deterrents,
detection and delay, followed by
plan, prepare, practice.
“Our goal is to deter, detect and
delay adversarial behavior and
the way we do that is by planning,
preparing and practicing,”
Williams says.
While implementing such systems
in schools may seem complex, PASS’
goal is to keep educational buildings
welcoming and accessible.
“We’re not going to cause people
to swim the moat to get into the
school but what we are going
to do is follow the principles of
layered security,” Timm says.
“We’re going to make sure that
before they even make it to the
property, that we have controlled
the access and we have set up the
barriers and we’ve asked them
to come into a place where we
can authorize them. And we can
make that all happen without
having a look of Fort Knox.”
PASS’ approach involves five layers
of security: district-wide security,

property perimeter security,
parking lot perimeter security,
building perimeter security and
classroom/interior perimeter
security.
“I think when most of us think of
school safety and security, our
minds go to the entrance, where
people come in and out of the
schools,” Williams says. “Our
approach is that someone should
have had passed through three
layers of deterrence, detection
and delay before they get into that
building envelope. Our goal is we
want to deter, detect and delay at
every one of those layers.”
There are seven components
that PASS uses to deter, detect
and delay adverse school events.
Those components are:
• Policies and procedures
• People, rules and training
• Architectural additions and
improvements
• Internal and external
communication
• Access control through doors,
locks and other mechanisms
• Video surveillance
• Alarms and detection
The many aspects of layered security
and implementing component
each may seem overwhelming,
but they recommended using the
PASS Guidelines and Checklist as
a reference guide when bolstering
school safety. ■

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE EVENT
YOU’RE GUARANTEED TO GET THOSE HARDTO-FIND ANSWERS TO ALL YOUR QUESTIONS.
THERE IS SUCH GREAT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
OUR INDUSTRY BEING SHARED BY ALL THE
SPEAKERS IN THE DIFFERENT SESSIONS.
AUSTIN WATSON, WARREN DOORS & ACCESS CONTROL

THE TECHNICAL

WE LOVE THE DHI CONNEXTIONS SHOW.

SESSIONS ARE VERY

WE’RE ABLE TO REUNITE WITH CUSTOMERS

EDUCATIONAL. THE

AND VENDORS, AND MAKE NEW RELATIONSHIPS.

ATTENDEES ALSO
LEARN FROM EACH

STEVE GOLDSTEIN, GKL PRODUCTS, INC.

OTHER AS WE SHARE
DIFFERENT IDEAS
AND PRODUCTS
THAT WORK FOR
EACH OF US.
MARTIN SMALLWOOD, BUCK
RUN COMMERCIAL DOORS &
HARDWARE

MEETING PEOPLE IN-PERSON AND PUTTING
FACES TO NAMES HAS BEEN
INVALUABLE – THAT HUMAN
EXPERIENCE THAT YOU
CAN’T REPLACE. IT’S TRULY
BEEN AN AMAZING TIME.
SEAN LUSTOVSKY, PROKEEP
(FIRST-TIME EXHIBITOR)
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 Mike Gibson,
Passport to Prizes
Grand Prize Winner
of $1,000!

 Jim Davidson,
KeyNote Presentation

After
Party

A Special Thank You to the
Sponsors and Advertisers
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SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!
NOVEMBER 2-3,

DAVID L. LAWRENCE
CONVENTION CENTER
PITTSBURGH, PA

